Ctenophores are poorly known in the tropical eastern Pacific, including the southern coast of Mexico. Previous records of ctenophores along the Pacific coast have been provided mainly from northern waters. For the coast of Oaxaca state, their occurrence has only been mentioned before at phylum level. In this paper, we provide the first three records of ctenophores for the Oaxacan coast, which represent new records of Beroe forskalii and Bolinopsis vitrea as well as the first record of Ocyropsis maculata in the tropical eastern Pacific. Descriptions of these three species, as well as a checklist of the ctenophores from the west coast of Mexico are provided.
Introduction
Ctenophora is one of the lesser-known invertebrate phyla in Mexico (Martínez-Meyer et al. 2014) . The only previous survey of ctenophores in the tropical eastern Pacific was conducted by Bigelow (1912) , in which the first records from localities along the Mexican Pacific were included, from the Gulf of California in the north to Acapulco in the south, as well as an oceanic record from Mexican territorial waters. A few specific studies on ctenophores have been made since then (Signoret de Brailovsky 1975; Gómez-Aguirre 1976; Stretch 1982) , and although studies of other taxa have included ctenophores (Álvarez-León 1980; Álvarez-León & Wedler 1982; Gómez-Aguirre 1991; Gasca & Haddock 2004) , the ctenophore diversity of the Mexican Pacific is still poorly known. Faunistic checklists from the Mexican Pacific have recognized five species, four from the Gulf of California (Hendrickx et al. 2005; Brusca et al. 2005; Brusca & Hendrickx 2008) , and a single species from Guadalupe Island,in the northeastern Pacific (SEMARNAT 2013) . This is a low number of species when compared with the ctenophore diversity of the Pacific coast of the United States (Mills & Haddock 2007 
